
Oxford NanoLabs Testimonial

Design tools evaluated

A number of potential toolsets were evaluated that combined Spice
simulation with PCB Layout. OrCAD and PADS were amongst those
considered. They were found to be proficient but were also quite
expensive to both purchase and maintain. As the investment in the
previous tools did not workout well the customer had to be cautious
with any new investment.

Pulsonix

The customer started to evaluate a demonstration version of Pulsonix
and was immediately taken by key elements in the product like general
ease of use, the library structure, and the user definable shortcuts.
Many designs are mixed metric/imperial so they needed to be able to
switch easily during the design process. After an extended product
evaluation the customer spoke to some existing Pulsonix users to
gauge the quality of the all important support and bug fixing. They
were favourably impressed with the responses and the decision to
proceed with Pulsonix was taken in April 2006.

Experiences with Pulsonix since installation 

CChhiieeff  EEnnggiinneeeerr,,  MMrr  SStteevvee  WWhhiittee  ssaaiidd::  ""SSiinnccee  iinnssttaallllaattiioonn  tthhee  pprroodduucctt
hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinn  uussee  aallmmoosstt  oonn  aa  ddaaiillyy  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  ddeessiiggnn  ccaappttuurree,,  ssiimmuullaattiioonn
oorr  PPCCBB  LLaayyoouutt..  WWee  hhaavvee  oonnllyy  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  hhoottlliinnee  oonn  aa  hhaannddffuull  ooff
ooccccaassiioonnss  aanndd  eemmaaiilleedd  tthheemm  aabboouutt  66  ttiimmeess..  EEaacchh  ttiimmee  wwee  ggoott  ssttrraaiigghhtt
tthhrroouugghh  ttoo  aann  eennggiinneeeerr  wwhhoo  hheellppeedd  uuss  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  qquueerryy,,  oorr
tthhee  eemmaaiill  wwaass  aannsswweerreedd  ssaattiissffaaccttoorriillyy  wwiitthhiinn  aann  hhoouurr  oorr  ssoo..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee
lleevveell  ooff  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerr  ccaarree  wwee  rreeqquuiirree  aanndd  ccaann  rreellyy  oonn  wwiitthh
PPuullssoonniixx..""

""AAss  OOxxffoorrdd  NNaannooLLaabbss  ggrroowwss  aanndd  hhiirreess  mmoorree  ddeessiiggnn  eennggiinneeeerrss  wwee
kknnooww  wwee  ccaann  ggeett  tthheemm  uupp  ttoo  ssppeeeedd  qquuiicckkllyy  oonn  oouurr  nneeww  pprroojjeeccttss  aass
PPuullssoonniixx  iiss  ssoo  ffaasstt  aanndd  eeaassyy  ttoo  uussee..""  

""TThhee  sswwiittcchh  ttoo  PPuullssoonniixx  hhaass  wwoorrkkeedd  eexxttrreemmeellyy  wweellll  ffoorr  uuss  aatt  OOxxffoorrdd
NNaannooLLaabbss..""

Oxford NanoLabs

Oxford NanoLabs was originally part of the University of Oxford and
was spun out as a new start-up company in June 2005. This
organisation mainly develops medical products focusing on the
emerging technology of DNA sequencing. They are now housed in
state-of-the art facilities at a University Science Park on the outskirts
of Oxford, UK.

Electronic design work and original design
tools at Oxford NanoLabs

A range of low current, low noise, multi-channel circuits much of
which is simulated using Spice. Previous experience was with
Electronic Workbench Ultiboard PCB layout together with MultiSIM
capture and simulation. It was found, however, that these products did
not have the ease of use that the user was seeking and in particular
the structure of the libraries was not to the customer's liking.

As Oxford NanoLabs started growing, the need increased for the
electronic engineering department to produce a number of new
designs on quite short lead-times producing prototype equipment
ready for demonstration to new investors in the organisation. It
became vitally important that any bugs encountered during design
work would be analysed and fixed very quickly. Oxford NanoLabs
needed to be 100% certain that the toolset supplier could rectify any
problems within 24 hours. Unfortunately, they were unable to obtain
this level of support with the previous toolset. So, to move forward,
the chief engineer Mr White came to the conclusion that Oxford
NanoLabs needed a new, more advanced PCB design toolset able to
address the specific needs of the new company.

Oxford NanoLabs demands high quality products
and service which they receive from Pulsonix
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Oxford NanoLabs is based in the new purpose-built facility in Oxford, UK


